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The guarded border'bet'Wéen the .+
press and the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) has grown tense (}ur’l.ng
the past month. The-CIA is showing
new interest in.tsing reporters as-
~agents but is cracKing down on-
agents who want to report about tn
agency :

Many fears of CJA involvement with-
‘the media were laid torest several"
.years ago by self-imposed agency
-regulations. Journalists” concern has -
been-renewed by the Feb: 19 u.s. Su-
preme Court ruling in Snepp Vs - 23
United States and by the opposition -
of both the CIA and-the Carter adm—:
ministration to sections.of a proposed
charter for U.S. mtellrgence agencies
that would protect reporters. * ¥
The Supreme Court ruling in the case.
“of Frank.Snepp, a CIA agent-turned-.:
reporter, upheld as constitutional a. .
CiA contract requiring prior agency
“aporoval oiany book written about it
‘by &past or present employee: Edno-
.rials across the country denounced: -
sthe ruling as a serious blunder into - 5
“delicats: First r\mendment terntory~
:The CIA} arragencx representanv
{said, rs."dehghled' by the ruling.

“the National ’nte“i’,ence‘/\ct of

1980—-—-15 apro%mon to cleariysepa;;
rate ;oumalrsl Jand government agen;
cies like the CIA. In the past the” "7
press has been !apped by the CIA fo
-agents, mfom1anon and cover:
-Former ClA:difector George Bush:
limited these pra grces in1976;and a|
‘year later the C1A’s current director,” |
Stansfield Turner, banned agency
contact wuh;ournahsls clerics and
academics, except inrare instances.<:
But in recént testimény before the- ™4
.U.S. Senate Select Committee on-fn
-telligénce; Turner 3aid he opposes
-legislated restrictions of the ClA’s use
“of journalists and adm-tted that he
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In a February'visit to Minneapolis
Turner also labeled the unwillingness
of reporters to cooperate wrth the C A
as “cynical and disloyal.”” -+~ -

-Not everyone»shares Turner's'séhti#
‘ments. “I'm notunder the impression
that reporters are under any obliga- . "
tion to be loyal to the CIA, " said
Bobby Ray Miller, deputy foreign .
editor for United Press.International .
{UP1})."*What we are under the obli-
gationto do is to be loyal to fairness :
and unbiased reporting. That means ¥
‘not being members of the CIA, the :
l\CB or anythmg else.” '

oy

.The agency mamtams ‘its not try:ng(
torevertto dayy when the press was.
open ternlory : :

,.4..*

We re not advocatmg the use of
1ournahs.ts “said Herb Hetu, publlc )
affairs director for the CIA. “We )
agree that théy should not be used 3
except mextraordmary circum-- "o
stances “he said: LTz

_Interaction between the press and the:
-CIA goes back’as far as the-agency:
|lselr The CiAcieceived routine. brtef~
ings from correspondents iri the 1950s
and actrvely employed reporter> m T
the 1970s. » .o ... - :
Convicted Walergate compurator E.
Howard Hunt told a Senate panel
and the New York Times in 1973 that
his duties-as a former CIA officer in-
cluded financing a Washington, ;
D.C., news service and subsidizing a
travel guide publisher. The news ser-
vice, Continental Press, provided -
material for foreign clients; the travel
guide, Fodor’s Modern Guides, gave
CIA agents cover as travel writers.’
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In 1976, after inquiries into abuses by
.U.S. intelligence agencies, the select
committee reported the CIA had sub-
sidized hundreds of books during the
1960s.- One-of them, a book about -

China,-was even favorably revrewed
-in the Ne York by-a CiAL:

‘A section of the newchaner wntten
by the select committee? would pro-
‘hibit activities like these. Part D of
the bill bars any agent’s .‘real or o
‘tensible?” affiliation with a‘U S.-
.medna orﬂamzatlonfor useas’ S ‘
cover. A select committee répreser->
tative said the ban would extend to.
rehglous and academrc m>t|tunons
andto.any ‘media abroad that mxoht R
‘inflilence domestic rews, except’
‘when the government’s role
;knowledged

The CIA would rather rely on s ov
"m(emafgundelmes,,. thé commlttee 2

_of journalists with the director’s ap-

“prohibit any past or present CIA em--
. ployee from naming undercover ~ -
-agents. Moynihan lastmonth with- .~

- S ;,,

arm of the U.S: govemmenl
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The CIA opposes the press ban be-
cause it “would tie our hands too .

“much,” agency spokesman Hetu
said. The agency would rather follow |

its own regulations, which allow use

proval, he said, because “we want to.
have that option under specrahzed ]

,

crrrumxlan(e> i RN
UPI's Miller drsauree(l and saul "the
CIA and American journalism should

be kept very séparate.” Any chance -
that a-reporter could be.a CIA agent
_creates suspicion, Mu”er>a|d This-.
causes problems fof reporters, he -
_added, because evenii-none of ¢ hem
‘are agents, thesusplcron will be e
there that all of h i

“Also under Sehate uonsmeratron is a
“bill which-would exempt the CIA -
from parts of the Freedom of lnfou
:mation Act that.allows public access
to the unclassified files of govern- -
-ment-agencies:. The bill—the lnlelh- i
_gence Reform Act of 1980 —is= . ¢
“sponsored by Sen. Danie I Patrick .
Moynihan (D-N.Y.}: It would also- -

drew one section of the bill that
would outlaw publishing names of
CIA agents. Critics pointed out that if
the bill had been law during the Wa-
tergate investigation, printing - '
- conspirator Hunt’s name would have
“been illegal because of hr> connec-
non to the CIA > :

Press. advocates suppon a ban on CIA
use of |oumah>ts arguing that when
‘CIA agents and reporters collaborate
or become oné-and the same, (he
medra is compromused .

Hetu dusagreed “Ido t see how it
. does that,”” he said_“Are 1ournahsts
“such. moral weaklmgs :halthey need
.a law to prolect them from thus?" R

:—-,.-

Muller countered’ thatcredrbrllty isa

; critical issue. A reader should have :

:the confldence in whathereadsin -
the newspaperand hears onthe rad:o
-and television news&asts, to believe -
‘that what he hears is the truth and nol
-some CIA plant or the official U.S. - -
governmenl line,” he sard

Journa ism;,”" headded is notan -
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